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From the FOKL website



In Fall – September to 

October

What does spawning look like?

From FOKL website



J. Siderius

When the Fry Emerge in April



Do you have shore-spawners?

report a shore spawner

hot line at #250- 354-6333.

From FOKL website

https://www.friendsofkootenaylake.ca/news/shoreline-spawning-kokanee-in-kootenay-lake/


• Kokanee Salmon shore-spawner redds were 

surveyed in the fall of 2018 by Fish and Wildlife on 

seven active shore-spawning sites on the west 

arm of Kootenay Lake.  

• A total of 968 redds (nests) were found.  This 

number indicates that there were 2,420 shore-

spawners at these sites – producing  perhaps 

1000 eggs in each redd.  

• In 2017 there were 1667 redds found at these 

sites.  

Shore-spawner

Surveys



• In the spring of 2019, we checked on two shore-spawner sites on the West Arm of 

Kootenay Lake to see how the emerging fry were faring. 

• On March 24 of 2019 we visited the redds and found the fry had no remains of the 

yolk pouch of the alevin (the stage that emerges from the egg and that becomes 

the fry) and were at swimup, ready to go to the lake.  We found live fry in damp 

redds, some damp and some dried up redds.  These redds were an average of 2.5 

m from the lake.  

• On a second visit to these redds on April 4 we found live fry, dead fry and dried up 

nests – all well above the water level.  These fry in the videos cannot make it to the 

lake

Shore-spawner

Surveys



High and Dry Redds

J. Siderius



April 2019 – low water 

levels six mile
J. Siderius



April 2010 low water levels at McDonald’s 

Landing 

J. Siderius



J. Siderius

Submerged vs High and Dry



From the FOKL website



• Maintain native vegetation and woody debris (logs and stumps) on the shore

• Provides shelter for kokanee when they are spawning and when the fry are 

emerging when the water level accommodates. 

• Reduces wave action that can result in sedimentation and washing eggs away

• Don’t build groynes etc. on shoreline 

• digs up redds and may remove eggs and fry

What can you do?



Request to the Kootenay Lake Board of 

Control, Sept. 19, 2019

• High and dry redds in spring

• total of 968 redds (nests) were found.  This number 

indicates that there were 2,420 shore-spawners at 

these sites – producing  perhaps 1000 eggs in 

each redd.  In 2017 there were 1667 redds found 

at these sites.  

• Early Sept. 2019 seven tributaries on the West Arm 

were censussed and the numbers were very low in 

these tributaries.  There were perhaps 5,000 

spawners in 2019 at the Kokanee Creek spawning 

channel and 1900 at the Redfish spawning 

channel this summer. 

Our Request: 

Is it possible to raise the water level 

in March (under the constraints of 

IJC curve) to allow out-migration of 

the Kokanee shore spawner fry on 

the West Arm of Kootenay Lake? 



• 2,420 shore spawning Kokanee Salmon are 

significant and important to the population of 

Kokanee on the West Arm.  

• up to 70% of the redds of these shore spawning 

Kokanee Salmon are regularly de-watered in 

spring.

• The numbers of shore-spawners are important for 

several reasons. But also consider that water 

temperatures in the tributaries are increasing and 

that lake temperatures are slower to increase.  The 

shore-spawners in the West Arm of Kootenay Lake 

may survive rising water temperatures due to 

climate change longer than the tributary 

spawners.  



Do you have shore-spawners?

report a shore spawner

hot line at #250- 354-6333.

https://www.friendsofkootenaylake.ca/news/shoreline-spawning-kokanee-in-kootenay-lake/


Questions?

Channel Spawning  Kokanee
J. Siderius


